Germans beyond Germany
I know not how it comes that this last sentence
affects my soul with such a melancholy influence that I
do not feel sufficient strength here to record the other
bitter truths regarding the present Herr Schelling. Let
us rather say something in praise of that dear former
Schelling, whose memory blossoms perennially in the
annals of German thought; for the former Schelling, like
Kant and Fichte, represents one of the great phases of
our philosophical revolution, compared by me in these
pages to the political revolution in France. In truth,
while in Kant we see the terrorist Convention Nationale
and in Fichte the Napoleonic Empire, in Schelling we
behold the reaction of the Restoration which followed
the Empire. But it was at first a restoration in a better
sense. Schelling re-established nature in its legitimate
rights; he aimed at a reconciliation between mind and
nature; he sought to reunite them in the eternal
soul of the world. He restored that great philo-
sophy of nature which we find in the old Greek
philosophers, which Socrates first drew into closer
relation with the human spirit, and which thereafter
flowed' forth again as the ideal, He restored that
great philosophy of nature which, after unobtrusively
budding out of the old pantheistic religion of the
Germans, displayed during the age of Paracelsus its
fairest flowers, but was stifled by the introduction of
Oartesianism. Alas! he ended by restoring things
whereby he may in the worst sense be compared with the
French Restoration. But public reason did not long